
  

 

 

April, 2009  

HALIBURTON HIGHLANDS OUTDOORS ASSOCIATION 
6712 GELERT RD, BOX 184 

HALIBURTON, ON  K0M 1S0 
PHONE; 705-457-9664    FAX: 705-457-9503   EMAIL:  hhoa@xittel.ca 
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1st Place—Clive Shaw 
2nd Place—Conrad Switzer 

3rd Place—Eldon Bull 
Congratulations 

And thank you to everyone who 
participated 
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 The executive would like to thank all of the people involved in the Wild 
Game Dinner which was held March 7, 2009.  We had a wonderful evening 
with many winners of the raffle, toonie draw and silent auction.  We would 
like to take this opportunity to thank all of the guests who attended the 
dinner, the kitchen staff, the Haliburton Legion Branch 129 members and all 
who donated gifts for the draw and auction.  We made $7800 to 
go towards conservation in Haliburton County. 
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  GENEROSITY OF THE COMMUNITY  
  
    Pardon me for not writing this immediately after the annual H.H.O.A. 
(Haliburton Highlands Outdoors Association) Wild Game Dinner—March 7/09. 
 It just amazes me how every year the community outpours its generosity.  This 
includes donations for  the raffle, the silent auction, door prizes, wild game and 

countless hours of volunteers. 
 The community in tight times doesn’t seem to hold back the least little bit when it comes to this 
organization.   This has been a very successful fundraising event for the HHOA since the mid 1990’s and 
hopefully it continues for years to come. 
 Thanks to everyone involved in every way.  Thank to the participants, the volunteers and those who 
donated prizes and meat. 
 Recently, the Outdoors Association also received three very generous individual donations as well, Jim 
Deterling, Chris Miller and Jim Misener.  For these donations, we are very grateful. 

Presidents’s 
Corner by 
Keith Hodgson 
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Where have all the deer gone? 
1668—1972   There were very few deer left on the landscape of Haliburton County.  Wolves, hybrids and 
coyotes had eaten themselves out of house and home. 
1972—1980   The epidemic of predators had died off as well.  Doe tags were initiated and the deer rebounded 
well with few predators around. 
1980—2006  The deer herd and the wolf population were both in healthy proportions. 
2001  A moratorium of hunting and trapping wolves and hybrids and coyotes was placed in and around         
          Algonquin  Park in the 39 townships.  This was based on flawed, poor science and exists still  
                       today. 
2007    Additional tags, longer archery season, Sunday hunting, 100% doe tag draws, etc.  They are all  
                       designed to lower the deer population.  Guess what?  It worked and many deer were harvested. 
Winter  
2007-2008  A very severe winter.  MNR biologists and managers were very wrong at not calling for           
   emergency deer feeding.  Wolf kills were away up and between increasing the harvest, winter kill  
   and predation, the deer herd was drastically and quickly reduced. 
Hunting Season 
2008  MNR failed to reduce doe tags or extra tags or seasons and guess what the harvest was down  
   drastically.  Approximately half of 2007. 
Winter 
2008-2009 MNR biologists and managers were wrong again, by not calling an emergency deer feeding 
   soon enough to do any significant good.  This should have been called Jan 15th, not March 7th.   
   When the emergency was finally called, the benefits were “too little—too late”.  No deer  could 
   be found in the traditional deer yards.  They could only be found where logging was happening or 
   where supplementary feeding by citizens was happening.  Many deer had already succumbed to 
   the severe winter or to the army of wolves, coyotes and fearless hybrids hunting them 24/7. 
   There does seem to be a lot of deer in parts of the county.  This is usually close to where people 
   are feeding near towns, lake shores, highways and close to town, but don’t blame the deer.  They 
   are being drawn here or driven here by predators.  There are not that many deer.  There are very 
   few in the middle of the bush. 
   Dr. Brent Patterson’s wolf study in and around Algonquin Park is public.  This is MNR’s own 
   science.  The “Moratorium” is unnecessary.  This science has been communicated very poorly to 
   the public by MNR, (if not hidden).  MNR biologists and managers need to wake up before  
   1968—1972 comes back again. (if it’s not already too late).   
   This is my opinion and not that of the H.H.O.A. 
            Yours in Conservation 
             Keith Hodgson 
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If anyone has a story or article 
for an upcoming newsletter, 
please contact: 
 
Kim Roberts at 705-457-5360 
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 The Haliburton Highlands Outdoors Association Archery Club will begin it’s season’s opening 
on April 15th.  Our 3D target range will be fully operational with a lot of new targets, as well as our 
target range. 
 
 We are hoping to have dedicated nights for youth archery lessons and we are going to have a 
contest on June 20th consisting of 3 categories, compound bows, crossbows, and traditional bows.  
There will be prizes as well as burgers and hotdogs and cold drinks. 
 
 We are looking forward to new members as well, and we welcome any and all volunteers.  
 
 If you have children who are interested, join us on April 15th and have some fun. 

 
Please visit our website for more information 

 hhoa.on.ca 
 

This year, the Minden MNR’s Moose Aerial Inventory was flown on Wildlife Management Unit 
54.  We started in mid January with ideal snow conditions and concluded in early February 
with 20 plots flown, covering a total of 500km2. As a result, the population estimate has 
increased since the 2005 survey to 507 animals; 85% of our target of 600 moose.  The 
percentage of bulls, cows and calves in the population is estimated at 29%, 56% and 15% 
respectively.  The low percentage of calves in the population may be attributed to a high calf 
harvest this past fall and the tough winters of this year and last.  In the 2005 survey, calves 
made up 20% of the population.  Calf harvests have averaged 38% of the total harvest over 
the past 3 years.  High calf harvests means fewer adult tags as we have to allocate a higher 
proportion of the planned harvest to calves.  Moose tags increased by 3 from 2008; one bull 
and two cows.  Our objective is to continue to grow this population.  
For more information, please contact Gerry Moraal (705) 286-5226  

MNR’s Moose Aerial Inventory of WMU 54  
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Once upon a time, in a forest not too far away,     For these wolves are bold 
Worked three fine bushmen on many cold and blistery    Just like the cold. 
Winter days.            They kill for fun, they’re on the run. 
              Well the deer are done,  
The forest was tall and white, just waiting for the bushmen  The wolves no fun.  
To send the trees aflight. 
              The men work hard, 
The big fine trees would tumble, as the men skin their knees  The wolves they think they’ll starve. 
And listen to the rumble.         So they brave the saw, 
              for their taste for the raw. 
Tis the most dangerous work, but they do it with grime and  
Smurks.             They surround the man,  
              Alone he stands. 
So twas not long before, the whitetail came,  
To feast on the forest tray.         “Oh no, all this snow, where can I go 
              Their going to bite, my God, I have to fight. 
But oh , red deer           
You have much to fear.          “I stand my ground, they’re all around. 
              Behind, in front, left and right. 
For not far away,           Oh my family, this just not right.” 
Lays that lone wolf and all her strays.           
              Back in the landing, one man still standing 
Now day by day,           “here comes a deer, the look of fear. 
The men they stay           It’s trying to run, I think it’s done.” 
And see the dead deer appear.  
              They come so near, we all should fear. 
              This is not right, they’re going to bite. 

 Well, this is my story of the fear I have as every day the men go to work at –20,-30 degrees this winter.  
Logging is a way of life for many men in Haliburton County.  Winter after winter, they go to work doing one of the 
most dangerous jobs there is.  They do this because it’s the only way many families survive up here, but I believe it 
an awful way to make a living, when the wolves, and I say wolves,  not coyotes are so thick that they’ll decide that 
maybe they should challenge the faller when they have killed all the deer off. 
 How do you think us wives feel when their guys go to work every day this winter and we know their on the 
look out that the wolves don’t get them when they need to really be concentrating on the dangerous job their doing 
and not getting bonked in the head by a tree or limb. 
 I challenge Minister Cansfield to step up to the plate and put science back into the equation.  Dr Brent 
Patterson has done the study of the wolves in and around the park.  He has publicly stated that the park is not in 
danger of losing the wolves.  In fact, I believe he said that the park is full and sustainable in its pack numbers and 
will not change.  So please, Minister Cansfield, step up to the plate, educate the public “that are crying wolf”.  
Bring science back into play so that the people have the knowledge and education that they need to know about 
wolves in the wild. 
 Please step up to the plate, lift the moratorium in and around the park.  Use the utensils you have to manage 
this species before it’s too late and my husband is served up for dinner.  Or perhaps someone’s child that doesn’t 
have the knowledge to protect themselves because their parents don’t know any better. 
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· Hatchery Committee Meeting- 
 Wednesday April 15, 2009 at 1 PM at 
 the   Haliburton Fish Hatchery 
 
· Archery General Meeting— 
 Wednesday April 15, 2009 at 7:00 PM at the  
 Haliburton Fish Hatchery. 
 
· Board of Directors Meeting— 
 Wednesday May 6, 2009 at 7PM at the  
 Haliburton Fish Hatchery 
 
· Hatchery Committee Meeting 
 Wednesday May 20, 2009 at the  
 Haliburton Fish Hatchery (please check time) 
  
· Woody Wood Spring Fish Derby 
 Saturday May 30th at Little Esson Lake. 
 
· Board of Directors Meeting 
 Wednesday June 3, 2008 at 7:00 PM at the 
 Haliburton Fish Hatchery 
 
· Hatchery Committee Meeting 
 Wednesday June 17th (Please check time) 

Community Events 
 Calendar  

If you have an upcoming event that our 
readers might be interested in, please let us 

know at  
705-457-9664 and we  will add it to our 

calendar. 
Fish derbies, fund raisers, open houses, 

youth programs etc. 

Wildlife Gourmet 
Rabbit A LÓrange 

1/4 cu flour    2 tbsp butter 
3/4 tsp paprika    2 tbsp cooking oil 
1/4 tsp salt     2 med onions sliced 
1/8 tsp pepper    3/4 cu orange juice 
3 1/2 lbs rabbit, cut up   1/2 tsp dried thyme 
1/2 tsp salt     1 pinch pepper 
3/4 cu dry white wine 
Combine first 4 ingredients in a flat dish.  Roll rabbit pieces 
in mixture to coat all sides.  Heat butter and oil in a large 
skillet and brown rabbit lightly.  Place meat in a shallow 
baking dish in a single layer.  Combine remaining ingredients 
(except wine) in a small saucepan.  Bring to a boil, lower 
heat and simmer for 10minutes.  Sir in wine and pour over 
rabbit.  Heat oven to 350 degrees.  Bake rabbit until very 
tender, basting often for approx. 1 1/2 hours.   
Serves 3—4 
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Highway 35 South 
Minden, ON 

 
Phone:  705-286-2750 
Fax:      705-286-4510 
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I joined the Hatchery team in December 2008 and have been working every Wednesday as the new Fish Technician.  Joining 
the Hatchery and getting to learn more about the activities taking place through the Haliburton Highlands Outdoors 
Association has been an enlightening experience.  The dedication of the volunteer team is truly inspiring!  I particularly look 
forward to working on educational programming to assist in further demonstrating the wonderful work taking place at the 
Hatchery. 
 
 I moved to Haliburton in September 2007 to complete a post-graduate certificate in Ecotourism and Adventure Tourism 
Management at Fleming College.  After graduation, I decided to make this beautiful place my permanent home and have since 
been working for the Ontario Ecotourism Society.  Originally, I am from Cochrane, Ontario, but have lived most of the last ten 
years or more (I’ve lost count) in Ottawa.  I have spent a number of years traveling across Canada and learning about organic 
agriculture.  My first two passions in life:  plants and literature (what an odd combination!). 
 
To let you know what is happening at the hatchery—the baby fish are doing very well and really growing.  The larger ones are 
just waiting to go to the lake soon.  We have the heat line for the walleye and it will be  installed soon.  The rainbow in the 
pond are also growing well.  There has been a lot of algae in the pond this year.  Probably the weather.  Some of the rainbow 
are still very small and may be put in the hatchery over the summer so they will grow more and be stocked in the fall.  All of 
the volunteers are doing a bang up job. 
 
On April 8th, I am taking over the fish on wheels program, in which we have invited grade 3 students from Stuart Baker school 
to take part.  Other schools were invited as well but decided not to take part.  The high school students from Derek Little’s 
class will be taking part as leaders.  A couple of the volunteers have offered to give a talk on what they do here.  We are hoping 
to get funding from some of the service clubs for busing these children as the community could take part in this program as 
well. 
We hope to see you this summer for a tour of the hatchery! 
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Please mail or return to 
HHOA 

Box 184, Haliburton, ON 
K0M 1S0 

�  I would like to become a member of the HHOA 
Name:  ___________________________________ 

Address:__________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

Email:____________________________________ 

Phone:____________________________________ 

Membership Type 
 

Single HHOA membership  
    � HHOA only $30.00     
    � with OFAH $62.00 
    � Existing OFAHmember$30.00 
 
Family HHOA membership 
    � HHOA only $35.00 
    � with OFAH $78.00 
    � existing OFAH member $35.00 

Youth 15—18 years 
 HHOA Membership 
�  HHOA only $15.00 
� with OFAH $36.50 
�  With OFAH w/o  magazine 
    $28.50 
� Existing OFAH member                                 
    $24.25 
PARENT OR GUARDIAN 
SIGNATURE 
 
________________________ I am currently an OFAH member 

OFAH #_______________________ 
  
OFAH Expiry:__________________ 

Payment Method �  Cheque #_____________ 
    �  Cash 
 
Visa #_____________________________________Exp_______/________ 
M/C #_____________________________________Exp_______/________ 
 
Authorizing Signature:__________________________________________ 

For Office Use Only 
HHOA Processed___________________________ 

HHOA Expiry_____________________________ 

OFAH Processed___________________________ 

Mailed:___________________________________ 

Support The 
Haliburton Highlands Outdoors Association 

Haliburton Highlands Resource Centre 
 
 I would like to make a donation to the HHOA 

    Name:____________________________________ 

Address:______________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

I would like to donate to the following HHOA Programs 
  �  Haliburton Hatchery Trust                    $_____________ 
  �  Emergency Deer Feeding                      $_____________ 
  �  Spawning Shoal Rehabilitation             $_____________ 
  �   Spawning Assessment                          $_____________ 
  �   Lost Dog Program                                $_____________ 
  �   General Donation                                 $_____________ 
                                  Total Donation:       $______________ �   I require a charitable tax receipt, please make cheque 

payable to the HHRC,  The HHRC does not accept interact 
or credit card. 
 
�  I do not require a charitable receipt, please make 
payment to the HHOA 

Payment Method �  Cheque #_____________ 
    �  Cash 
Visa #_____________________________________Exp_______/
________ 
M/C #_____________________________________Exp_______/

Phone:  705-457-9664/Fax: 705-457-9503 
Email:  hhoa@xittel.ca 


