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Peter is telling his fish story again at the 
 Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon held December 4th 

Previous pin recipients welcome the new recipients given 
by David Flowers of MNR 

Keith Hodgson informing the feeders of our great luck in 
finding more funding for the hatchery. 

50/50 WINNER 
 

The winner of our 50/50 draw was  
 

DON AMBROSE 
OF TORONTO 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 
 

Thank you all for  
Participating. 
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Hello Everyone!!             Happy Holidays!! 
 It’s not really a secret that we have been actively meeting with various 
partners and associations for some time now trying to secure some 
sustainability in funding for the Hatchery. 
 Several meetings have taken place and major contributions have 
happened, mainly from the County of Haliburton, Wildlife Habitat Canada,  

Ontario Trillium Foundation and the Orillia Fish and Game Conservation Club. 
 On November 25th the Haliburton Lake Trout Committee got together at the Hatchery.  The 
meeting provided updates on issues of funding and support letters.  Where do we go from here? 
District Manager Vince Ewing was in attendance with Dr. David Evans and Dr. Chris Wilson who 
made pitches to him on the work to be done and the importance  of the Hatchery and its volunteers.  It 
was an excellent meeting and very productive.  On November 26th, the Haliburton Highlands 
Stewardship Council met in the evening at the Hatchery and MNR area supervisor, Sam Itani, relayed 
the excellent news that the MNR were going to renew their partnership in the Hatchery for 3 years, 
until the next provincial election.  Sam and I agreed that the meeting with the other partners and 
politicians should take place December 2nd.  This went ahead and we now have security in funding for 
at least 3 years.  With this security also comes the reality that fundraising is also an integral part of this 
strategy. 
 The next steps at the HHOA will be an organized strategy to thank and recognize the people and 
organizations involved.  Each and everyone can help.   
 When you see Sam Itani, Dave Flowers, Bill Hutson (retired) of the MNR—Thank them.  When 
you see Vince Ewing, Ray Boumenberg, directors, deputies and Minister Cansfield of the MNR—
Thank them.  When you see a Reeve or Deputy Reeve representing the County council from any of the 
County’s four municipalities—Thank them.   
 Our other partners, Wildlife Habitat Canada, Haliburton County Development Corporation, The 
Orillia Fish and Game Conservation Club and the Ontario Trillium Foundation are worthy of our 
thanks as well. 
 December 4th, Dave Flowers and the local MNR put on a volunteer appreciation at the Hatchery.  
This was well attended and well received.  The Chinese food was excellent 
 Wishing you a happy holiday and a prosperous New Year. 
 
           Yours in Conservation 
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Presidents’s 
Corner by 
Keith Hodgson 
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 My grandson Austin and I are back from our fishing trip in the N.W.T.   It was a great trip and being 
so far away from any other fishermen was fantastic.  We flew to Edmonton, drove to Fort Simpson and 
had a 40 km flight by bush plane into Little Doctor Lake.  
  In five days, nine of us caught and released 703 fish.  The best part of this trip was to take my 12 
year old grandson Austin with me to share in this experience and to get Austin to see and enjoy the  
wildlife and nature.  We came across a bear cub, a cow moose and eagles.  I’m sure it is a trip he won’t 
forget and he caught the largest fish—a 15 lb, 37” pike.  He has a reproduction of his fish in his room that 
I did for him. 
 It is, to me, very important to do things with young people, whether you are miles away or at nearby 
places so they get to know the joy of the outdoors. 
 
          Good Fishing and Preserve our Waters 
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ANGLERS PRAYER 
God grant that I may live to fish, Until my dying day. 

And when it comes to my last cast, I then most humbly pray. 
When in the Lord’s safe landing net, I’m peacefully asleep 

That in his mercy I be judged, as big enough to keep 
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A New Partnership and New Project at HHOA! 
 

  
 Since 1985, Wildlife Habitat Canada (WHC), a national non-profit conservation 
organization, has dedicated over 57 million dollars to the conservation, 
restoration and enhancement of wildlife habitat.  WHC works through 
partnerships with communities, landowners, governments, non-government 
organizations, and industry to conserve, enhance, and restore wildlife habitats 
across Canada.  Through a unique partnership with Environment Canada, WHC 
receives the revenues and royalties from the sale of the Canadian Wildlife 
Habitat Conservation Stamp and Print. The vast majority of Conservation 
Stamps are purchased by waterfowl hunters to validate their federal Migratory 
Game Bird Hunting Permits. In total, the purchase of Conservation stamps and 
prints has directly contributed almost 33 million dollars to hundreds of habitat 
stewardship and conservation projects across the country. To learn more about 
projects that WHC has funded or to see our annual report, please visit 
www.whc.org. 
Without habitat...there is no wildlife.  It’s that simple! 
 

  
 HHOA is proud to have initiated, with support from Wildlife Habitat Canada, a project focusing on wetland and 

waterfowl. 
 
 With the help of WHC, Sir Sanford Fleming College, and the Ontario Trillium Fund, HHOA has created a new 

wetland-waterfowl interpretive trail on the property. Three marsh wetlands have been enhanced and restored through planting 
of native flowering shrubs, sedges and grasses that will provide food and cover for waterfowl as well as stabilize banks, help to 
purify the water, and attract other kinds of wildlife: Two floating nesting islands; mallard tubes and wood duck boxes have 
been installed and the trail length has been widened and outfitted with interpretive displays. 

We invite you to take a tour and learn how to enhance your wetland properties to attract waterfowl, other species and 
to increase water quality. 

 
 [ Photo: Sir Sanford Fleming Students: Riona Sutherland, 
Steve Elford, Amanda Van de Ven, Christine Darbyson, 
installing floating nesting islands.] 
 
  
 In addition, we are pleased to offer the services of our 
resident Biologist and Project Coordinator, Leora Berman, to 
members of HHOA who have wetlands on their properties and 
who wish to learn more about their productivity, functions, 
species and hydrology. Also if you wish to enhance or restore 
your wetland systems in order to attract waterfowl and 
increase biodiversity, Leora can help you to create a 
restoration plan.  Leora is available for consultations on 
Wednesdays and Fridays, by calling the office at 457-9664. 
 
  
 Funding from WHC has also supported the creation of 

interpretive displays in the Visitors Centre, and the improvements to our gift shop. The Gift Shop 
has many special items for sale in support of HHOA and conservation including the 2008 
Conservation Print and Stamp. This year’s rendering of Ruddy ducks by renowned artist Patricia 
Pepin is colourful and playful. Signed Prints and stamps are available in traditional framed mats 
and also on mounted canvas in 3 sizes. Proceeds of these sales go to support conservation of 
wetland habitats across North America. 

Other specialty items include calendars, address books, floating/boating key chains, 
lures, t-shirts, pins and caps. 
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 Well, another hunting season has come and gone.  While talking with many hunters, some have 
had a successful hunt and some far from it. 
 Moose season seems to be status quo.  The usual got their moose and the rest of us spent an 
enjoyable week in the woods.  Unfortunately, it was another year that a lot of illegal cows were shot.  
Some by accident, some mistaken for calves and then you get the poached ones.  So naturally this over 
harvest or added pressure on the cow population will probably mean lower cow tags for next year. 
 What was it that we all learned and should still be strict enforcers of? - If you are not sure, don’t 
pull the trigger.  Make sure of your target, or in this case, “SEX”  
 Deer season was a memorable one, that I’m sure lots of us will remember.  The first week it was 
sun screen, bug spray, sitting on the tailgates or picnic tables a the camp sipping a cold one and trying 
to figure out where all the deer are.  Was it all the snow last winter—”They starved to death”.  There’s 
wolf signs everywhere you go—”The wolves are too plentiful—no deer.”, or were there too many tags 
given out?  So the second week was a better one, the deer weren’t laying in the swamps not moving. 
 Now of course I am writing this article based on my views and only hunting in one area., but I 
have heard from other hunters with much the same story.  Maybe over east or down south was better 
hunting, but anyone with concerns over lower deer numbers should phone our local biologist and make 
him aware.   
 Oh yeah!  That reminds me, did everyone know that the Kawartha Signature Site Park is now 
under review.  Although the process is providing more hunting opportunities for 2 weeks such as more 
bear hunting, eliminating all wolf and coyote hunting, new opportunity to hunt weasels, striped skunk, 
red fox, raccoons, wild turkeys, snapping turtles and other species like groundhogs, porcupines, crows, 
cowbirds, these species that do not appear in the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Act schedules.  
Interesting piece of information!!  Wolf and coyote hunting was legal in this area of crown land right 
up until it became an area managed under the Provincial Park Act in 2002, so when the charter was 
signed for this area it endeavored to ensure traditional hunting activities continue.  So since then, some 
have tried to interpret the section on hunting to mean that hunting in the KHSS would be similar to 
hunting in other Provincial Parks.  The government has since acknowledged this interpretation was 
incorrect and are attempting to rectify this through the proposed regulation changes. 
 So, my understanding in all this is they don’t want to hunt for wolf and coyotes in this large area 
of crown land and remain status quo.  So they are trying and have restricted this from happening for 
now, and so when the review is over and we won’t (possibly) be able to hunt there, then they put a 2 
year moratorium on this “protected area” so that on going analysis can be determined due to anti-
hunting groups pressure.  Recent analysis of a limited number of canids in the KHSS showed that some 
samples were “more wolf-like than coyote-like”, hence no hunting until?!  Well, we all know what 
moratoriums mean, bye bye hunting, never to return. 
 Come on people, speak up!  Sitting back quietly waiting for what?  We need more hunters to be 
more vocal on these issues. 
 So while I’m sitting here writing this article it is snowing like heck outside.  The birds have been 
at my feeders all day.  Already the yellow grosbeaks, pine siskins and woodpeckers are joining the 
nuthatches and chickadees. 
 Yahoo,  bring on the ice, lets go fishing 
        
          Yours in Conservation 
 

           �����
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· Board of Directors Meeting— 
 Wednesday, Jan 7 2009 at 7 PM at the  
  Haliburton Fish Hatchery. 

 
· Hatchery Committee Meeting- 
 Wednesday January 21,  2009at 1 PM at 
 the   Haliburton Fish Hatchery 
 
· Archery General Meeting—See you in 

the spring. 
  
· Board of Directors Meeting— 
 Wednesday February 4th, 2009 at 7PM at the  
 Haliburton Fish Hatchery 
 
· Hatchery Committee Meeting 
 Wednesday February 18th, 2009 at the  
 Haliburton Fish Hatchery at 1:00 PM 
 
· Murray Scott Memorial Fish Derby 
 Sunday February 15th.  Miskwabi Lake 
 Free fishing weekend.   Bring the kids. 
 
· Wild Game Dinner 
 Saturday March 7th, 2009.  Haliburton Legion. 
 Dinner, Dance and Auction.  Come one Come  
 All,  We have a great time.  Cocktails at 6:00, 
 Dinner at 7:00. 

Community Events 
 Calendar  

If you have an upcoming event that our 
readers might be interested in, please let us 

know at  
705-457-9664 and we  will add it to our 

calendar. 
Fish derbies, fund raisers, open houses, 

youth programs etc. 

Wildlife Gourmet 
Rabbit Casserole 

 
1 rabbit, cut into pieces  3 onions, sliced thin 
Flour for dredging   2 carrots, sliced thin 
4 tbsp butter    1/2 cu chopped celery 
1 tsp salt      1 1/2 cu buttermilk 
Dredge rabbit pieces with flour, rubbing well into the meat, 
then dredge again.  Brown the pieces in the butter in a heavy 
skillet.  Transfer the pieces to a casserole, sprinkle with salt, 
cover with celery, carrots and onions.  Pour the buttermilk 
over all.  Cover and bake in 325 degree oven until tender, 
about 1—1 1/4 hours. 
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It was a slow day in heaven so God phoned Satan to see 
what was going on.  “It’s slow here too” says Satan.  
“Well”, God said “I think a dog show might be fun, Let’s put 
on a dog show.” “Sounds good”, says Satan.  “But why are 
you calling me? You’ve got all the dogs up there.”  “I know 
answered God.  But, you’ve got all the judges down there.” 
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 Why Wetlands are Wonders 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Wetlands are messy and beautiful places; rich in biodiversity and providing innumerable benefits to our health and the health of the 
land. 
Wetlands are areas where water meets soil and this “meeting” lasts for over 90 days of each year. The dead leaves and organic 
material that collects in the standing water is slowly transformed into organic soil; soils that are spongy and porous and which are 
key players in water regulation. 
Organic soils hold onto water longer than mineral deposits, sand and gravel. So in times of low water or drought, wetlands that are 
in headwater areas or along rivers will keep waters flowing- important for fish habitats. Inland wetlands will also recharge 
groundwater –supplying much needed water for wells and irrigation. 
Also, because organic soils swell and expand when they are wet (like a sponge), they hold on to extra water in times of flooding or 
heavy rains, keeping rivers from topping their banks or keeping waters from running overland. 
The organic mucky soils of wetlands also attract specialized plants; plants that like their feet wet. These plants have unique 
microbes at their roots, as well as capillary action or stabilizing actions, which all together keep our water clean. The microbes and 
plant systems take up heavy metals and excess nutrients/pollutants in the water. They also stop erosion, buffer, and limit 
contaminants that come from industry, septics and other land uses from reaching or polluting our water. 
Lastly, because wetlands provide a good source of continuous water supply, are ecosystems that attract a diversity of nourishing 
flowering or fruiting (seed) plants, wetlands are important ecosystems supporting life stages of over 70% of Ontario’s wildlife 
species and 70% of the world’s species. 
From mosquitoes and flies providing food for dragon flies, fish, frogs and songbirds, and mollusks and zooplankton providing food 
for ducks, turtles and fish, the plants that support beavers, muskrat and moose to those they feed such as lynx, wolf and mankind, 
wetlands are Nature’s nursery. 
 
 SSFC has just completed their wetland treatment system on site at the HHOA. Together with our restored wetlands and interpretive 
trail, we now have a living demonstration of the wonders of wetlands. 
Come out and learn about these wonderful places, or give us a call and we will come to you. 
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Highway 35 South 
Minden, ON 
K0M 2K0 

Phone:  705-286-2750 
Fax:      705-286-4510 
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Please mail or return to 
HHOA 

Box 184, Haliburton, ON 
K0M 1S0 

�  I would like to become a member of the HHOA 
Name:  ___________________________________ 

Address:__________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

Email:____________________________________ 

Phone:____________________________________ 

Membership Type 
 

Single HHOA membership  
    � HHOA only $30.00     
    � with OFAH $60.00 
    � Existing OFAHmember$30.00 
 
Family HHOA membership 
    � HHOA only $35.00 
    � with OFAH $75.00 
    � existing OFAH member $35.00 
 

Youth 15—18 years 
 HHOA Membership 
�  HHOA only $15.00 
� with OFAH $35.75 
�  With OFAH w/o  magazine 
    $27.75 
� Existing OFAH member                                 
    $24.25 
PARENT OR GUARDIAN 
SIGNATURE 
 
________________________ I am currently an OFAH member 

OFAH #_______________________ 
  
OFAH Expiry:__________________ 

Payment Method �  Cheque #_____________ 
    �  Cash 
 
Visa #_____________________________________Exp_______/________ 
M/C #_____________________________________Exp_______/________ 
 
Authorizing Signature:__________________________________________ 

For Office Use Only 
HHOA Processed___________________________ 

HHOA Expiry_____________________________ 

OFAH Processed___________________________ 

Mailed:___________________________________ 

Support The 
Haliburton Highlands Outdoors Association 

Haliburton Highlands Resource Centre 
 
 

I would like to make a donation to the HHOA 
    Name:____________________________________ 

Address:______________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

I would like to donate to the following HHOA Programs 
  �  Haliburton Hatchery Trust                    $_____________ 
  �  Emergency Deer Feeding                      $_____________ 
  �  Spawning Shoal Rehabilitation             $_____________ 
  �   Spawning Assessment                          $_____________ 
  �   Lost Dog Program                                $_____________ 
  �   General Donation                                 $_____________ 
                                  Total Donation:       $______________ 

�   I require a charitable tax receipt, please make cheque 
payable to the HHRC,  The HHRC does not accept interact 
or credit card. 
 
�  I do not require a charitable receipt, please make 
payment to the HHOA 

Payment Method �  Cheque #_____________ 
    �  Cash 
Visa #_____________________________________Exp_______/
________ 
M/C #_____________________________________Exp_______/

 

Phone:  705-457-9664/Fax: 705-457-9503 
Email:  hhoa@xittel.ca 


