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June 2008  

Thank you to the Echo and the Voice papers for their news articles on the H.H.O.A.  I hoped 
everyone got the message that somehow we are still hoping the MNR will renew their  
partnership at the hatchery.  No one has said no to us.  Hopefully, we can still meet with  
Minister Cansfield and state our case and display the real value to the MNR of our facility 
and our wonderful volunteers.  Thank you Jim Reive for your wonderful letter to Minister 
Cansfield.  Thank you Warden Eleanor Harrison for your excellent letter of support to  
Minister Cansfield.  Hopefully, the internal struggle within the MNR for $ doesn’t cloud the 
real issue at hand.  There is still hope and there is still time.  The local MNR have been really 

supportive and hopefully somehow the rest of the MNR realizes the value of this partnership and all the measurable 
 accomplishments. 
 The Archery committee should be thanked and all the volunteers.  Tuesday nights and Sundays are members events 
both on the target range and 3-D range.  However, you can shoot anytime.  There are membership requirements for  
insurance purposes and also guest memberships for the day and a few rules, but everyone that’s shooting seems to be  
having fun 
  Thank you very much to the hatchery crew as fish stocking went off without a hitch.  The pickerel will be 
stocked out next week and hopefully all goes well there also. 
 Thank you very much to the HLTP dinner committee for their excellent work.  The dinner is July 4th with a near  
sell-out already. 
 I recently had a tour of the North Hastings Fish Hatchery and it looks quite impressive.  The are well on their way.   
Best of Luck.         
                                                                                           Yours in Conservation 

          � ��������	
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Haliburton Highlands Outdoors Association  
 Phone:  705-457-9664, Fax 705-457-9503     Website:  hhoa.on.ca  Email:  hhoa@w3connex.ca 

President’s 
Corner 

Keith Hodgson 

TREASURER’S REPORT  ……………………………………... BY JOHN BALL 
   Hi Everybody……...I hope you are not being devoured by the mosquitos.  They are pretty bad this year.  
Well, things are going quite good at the moment,  but we still haven’t had any response from any Government 
sources regarding our future financing, although I am feeling optimistic about the future.   The trust fund was 
closed on June 2nd and all  remaining money was transferred to the HHOA bank account.  The amount 
transferred was $33,889.88.   This consisted of $21,297.74 which was the proceeds from HLTP/OFAH dinner 
last July and $12,592.14 that remained in the trust fund account.   This money will be part of next years budget 
that will commence on August 1st, 2008.  I would like to thank the County of Haliburton at this time for their 
generous donation of $10,000.  This will also be included in the next budget.  In conclusion, I would like to 
thank the people who supported us and visited our booth at the Home Show this year.  We enjoyed meeting 
you.  Please come and visit us at the hatchery.  You will be most welcome.  That’s all for now, have a great 
summer. 
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By Keith Hodgson  
 
 Hi Everyone:  I am writing with a concern about the widening use of plastic/rubber? jigs and worms 
for trout fishing.  I am rather ignorant of all the details, but I would like to convey these stories.  Last 
year, a bait shop operator at Baysville, Ontario pointed out two lake trout that were caught from the Lake 
of Bays, were extremely pale and thin.  Inside the intestinal tracts, the fish were plugged with plastic/
rubber? jigs.  It appeared that they were starving to death.  It is unusual that these fish are thin as Lake of 
Bays has a huge smelt population as bait fish.  These fish were taken to MNR Bracebridge but no results 
were recorded.    
 This year  a local angler from Haliburton told me another story.  He and his friend were fishing a 
small splake lake when they caught 3 splake.  One was a beautiful fish, coloured and healthy.  The other 2 
were pale, sick and skinny.  Once they were cut open, they had their intestinal tract plugged with plastic/
rubber?  worms.  These worms were pink and natural worm coloured.  Traditionally, plastic/rubber 
worms and jigs are not used on splake and lake trout.  Lately, they are becoming much more popular.  
Some of the lakes have baitfish restrictions.  Also, there are a lot more slot-size lakes and catch and 
release is more prevalent.  Before, the MNR Science department might have had some money to study 
these fish, but being drastically under-funded, MNR Fish & Wildlife cannot do their jobs as well.  Thus, 
we cannot tell if these were starving or being poisoned.  However, they were definitely sick.  Hopefully, 
some bait shop operators might caution some of the anglers on using plastic/rubber jigs and worms on 
trout or splake.  Please feel free to pass this letter on to your favourite bait shop. 
            Yours in Conservation. 
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THE WINNERS WERE 
 

1ST PRIZE—RON HODGSON 2.5 LBS 
2ND PRIZE—LIZ COWEN 2.0 LBS 

3RD PRIZE—TERRY COWEN 
 

A GENEROUS THANKS TO ALL THE WINNERS  
FOR DONATING THEIR  

CASH WINNINGS 
BACK TO THE HHOA. 

 
ANOTHER THANK YOU TO  

THE OWNERS OF 
KENNISIS MARINA 

DOUG & MARJ MAHOOD AND STAFF 
 

 
THE HALIBURTON HIGHLANDS  

OUTDOORS ASSOCIATION  
WOULD LIKE TO THANK 

 
G’N FISHN’ 

OUTDOORS PLUS 
THE WILD OUTDOORS 

 
FOR THEIR GENEROUS SUPPORT 

 
 
 
 

The winner of our  
50/50 draw June 6/08 

Elaine Townsend 
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 The HHOA is one of 43 community hatcheries across Ontario. Wow! You may say that there is nothing to make us 
stand out from this crowd. But as we all know, the HHOA is unique. Why? 
We are the first hatchery to undertake the raising of a rare strain of lake trout, the “Haliburton Gold”. Recognized as 
one-of-a-kind in the World, the MNR provided a long-term trust fund to the HHOA to aid in hatchery operations. 
Also, to inform fisheries management and the science of aquaculture related to relic species, the Haliburton Lake 
Trout Project was initiated in partnership with the Ministry of Natural Resources.and OFAH. The results are that 
raising the Haliburton Gold Lake Trout has given the HHOA expertise and experience in a field of inland limnology 
unparalleled by others and provided us with a facility for continued stewardship of fish and wildife habitats in the 
highlands. The Lake Trout Project resulted in changes to fisheries management in central Ontario. Not only this, but 
the Haliburton Gold experience has taught us about effects of climate change and shoreline practices on our 
lakes…this local and rare fish is the canary in the coalmine. 
 
 So in addition to HHOA growing Haliburton’s Gold, thanks to our many volunteers we stewarded many lakes across 
the county through general put-take and grow operations, shoal and spawning site restoration and lake access clean 
up. 
 
 The HHOA is more than a hatchery too! We are engaged in providing opportunities for outdoor sports and have 
recently installed a new archery course and range under the guidance of an archery committee. We also steward fish 
and wildlife habitats and provide educational tours to students and families. We are lucky enough to have a 
wonderful interpretive facility and grounds. 
 
 But, and there is always a “but”, the trust fund to support all hatchery operations including growing the Haliburton 
Gold has come to a close, and the pilot Haliburton Lake Trout Project is mainly completed (beyond final scientific 
reports). We need your energy and support. 
 
 You and I, and many local residents have witnessed the benefits gleaned from our activities; better fisheries and 
fishing, sustainable and productive deer yards, healthy rivers…but many who live and play here are not aware of how 
we have supported the natural amenities of the Highlands. 
 
 My goals for the HHOA have been to outline a sustainable-business strategy so that we can continue to operate and 
successfully steward fish and wildlife in Haliburton. I have conducted a market-competition analysis and listed 
funding opportunities, as well as provided details and products within a communication strategy such as a new 
brochure, room for new displays, improved facilities and trails….but my main task, with your help, is to spread the 
word. HHOA will be launching a Funding-Awareness campaign. Our goal is to raise $200,000.00 in the next 2-3 
years to support our community activities,  attract new members, volunteers and visitors, honour those volunteers that 
we could not operate without, and of course, to continue our put-take and grow operations. 
 
 Look for media releases starting later this summer, we hope to have canvassers and host local events next summer to 
help spread the word and check out our large Lake Trout display which will track the level of sponsorship received. 
 
 A final copy of the Business Strategy will be available for members to review. 
We look forward to your support in the next months! 

       PRENTICE 

 

POWER 
SPORTS LTD 

PAUL PRENTICE 

Phone: 705-286-2750 
Fax:705-286-4510 

pprentice@interhop.net 
11588 Hwy 35 South 

RR #3, Minden, Ontario K0M 2K0 
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The archery range is up 
and running 
By Jerry Grozelle 
The HHOA archery Club is progressing well.  The range is set 
up and the 3-D course is brushed out and about 90 per cent 
ready to go.  We still need a few more 3-D targets and we 
need to dissuade the bears from destroying the targets we 
have!  
The general archery meeting  that was held at the Hatchery’s 
learning Centre a couple of weeks ago was well attended and 
a few people have expressed an interest in joining the club. 
One member made a suggestion that has been incorporated 
into our by-laws.  He pointed out that he often has a few 
minutes at lunch time or when he is passing by which he’d 
like to spend shooting on the archery range.  But it wouldn’t 
make sense to spend $5 for 15-20 minutes of shooting.  He 
asked us to consider an annual fee which would allow 
members to take advantage of their free time, however brief, 
at the range.  To that end, an annual fee for members has been 
set at $70 for members.  A non-transferable card will be 
issued allowing the member as much range time as his or her 
schedule will allow.   This is in addition to the membership 
fee to help offset the cost of range maintenance, purchase and 
replacement of targets and improvements to the 3-D course, 
among others. 
The 3-D range boasts more than a dozen targets, including 
bear, deer, turkey and bag targets.  They are all suitable for 
long bows, compounds or crossbows.  A good analogy was 
recently offered regarding the 3-D range.   “It is similar to 
golf – with arrows.”  
You don’t have to join the HHOA to shoot at the range, but if 
you plan to shoot more than three times it would be to your  

 
archery benefit to join.  The one-time annual range fee is only 
available to members.  The non-member fee for a day’s 
membership is $10 and $5 to shoot, and for members, a day at 
the range – excluding those who buy an annual range pass – is 
$5.  Membership to the HHOA also includes an Ontario 
Federation of Anglers and Hunters membership or an extra 
fee.  Contact Marilyn at the Hatchery for the fee schedule – 
single or family, etc.  In an effort to encourage youth 
participation in the Archery Club, anyone aged 14 or under 
will be allowed to shoot free at the range as long as he or she 
is accompanied by a member.  Tickets for range fees should 
be purchased at the HHOA office. 
A variety of equipment is available for loan or to try out 
different archery tackle. 
There are numerous benefits to becoming a member of the 
HHOA Archery Club.  You will have the opportunity to learn 
from more experienced archers, improve your skills and 
accuracy and prepare for the hunting seasons should you 
choose to pursue game with a bow. 
Archery is just one more facet of the HHOA.  The more 
participation we have the more improvements we will be able 
to make, including some trail work, bridging and making the 
3-D course wheelchair accessible. 
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Dear Minister Cansfield and Premier McGuinty: 
I am writing to you to request that the Ministry of Natural Resources renew its commitment to provide funding to the 
Haliburton Highlands Outdoors Association (HHOA).  As you may know, the former provincial government invested 
$100,000 in the HHOA over a four year period and that funding is to expire shortly. 
 
I am a member of the HHOA and also volunteer my time with the Metro East Anglers at the Ringwood Fish Culture Station 
where Minister Cansfield saw first hand how the efforts of volunteers and business partnerships contribute to and enhance 
the province’s natural environment, outdoor activities, scientific research, tourism and related economies.  The same 
principal is at work at the HHOA, dedicated volunteers making Ontario a better place. 
 
The HHOA requires your support and funding through the Ministry of Natural Resources to continue its work at the 
hatchery and its other programs.  Please confirm that the Ministry of Natural Resources will renew its commitment to the 
HHOA.  Thank you for your consideration 
 
Yours truly, 
 
Jim Reive. 
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· Board of Directors Meeting—Wednesday, 
July 2, 2008 at 7 PM at the  Haliburton Fish 
Hatchery. 

 
· HLTP/OFAH Conservation Dinner 
 Pinestone Resort  July 4th, 2008 
 Cocktails at 6:00  Dinner at 7:00 
 Call the hatchery for tickets at $70 each 
 
· Archery Committee Meeting—Monday  

July 14, 2008 at 7 PM at the Haliburton Fish 
Hatchery 

 

· Hatchery Committee Meeting-Wednesday 
July 16,  2008 at 7 PM at the  Haliburton 
Fish Hatchery 

 
· Board of Directors Meeting—Wednesday  
 August 6th, 2008 at 7 PM at the Haliburton 
 Fish Hatchery 
 
· Pickerel Fry—Sunday August 10/08 
 Come one, Come all, Come hungry 
    4:00—7:00 PM  
           Call the hatchery for details. 
 
· Archery Committee Meeting—Monday  
 August 11, 2008 at the Haliburton Fish  
 Hatchery 
 
· Hatchery Committee Meeting-Wednesday 

August 20, 2008 at 7 PM at the Hatchery 

Community Events 
 Calendar  

If you have an upcoming event that our 
readers might be interested in, please let us 

know at  
705-457-9664 and we  will add it to our 

calendar. 
Fish derbies, fund raisers, open houses, 

youth programs etc. 

Wildlife Gourmet 
Triumphant Moose Steaks 

1 1/2 lb. of steak   1 cu sliced onion 
1 tbsp mustard   1 diced carrot 
4 tbsp cornstarch  1 1/2 cu tomatoes 
1/2 tsp salt    1/4 tsp pepper 
 
Nick edges of steak.  Mix dry ingredients.  Pound 
into both sides of steak.  Sear steak, cover with 
onions, carrots, tomatoes and bake uncovered 1 1/2 
hrs.  Serve with oven browned potatoes and baked 
apples. 
Can also be make with elk or venison. 
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Wild turkey round up……………………………..By Steve Galea 
 
 I think it’s safe to say that our inaugural wild turkey season in Wildlife Management Unit 56 was a resounding success. 
Conversations with local turkey hunters indicated that everyone who took part enjoyed this new hunting opportunity. 
 
 Karen Parrott of Outdoor Plus in Haliburton says that her store alone sold 80 licenses to eager local hunters.  
 
 “Everyone I spoke to had a good time,” she said.  “It didn’t even seem to matter if they harvested a bird of not; most just enjoyed 
the sights and sounds of the new season. If they saw, heard, or killed a bird that was a bonus.” 
 
 Walter Griffin of Wild Outdoors echoed the same sentiments. “The new season comes at a great time, especially since we no 
longer have a spring bear hunt.” 
 
 Though Ministry of Natural Resources statistics regarding harvest and licenses sold are yet to be released, one MNR source said 
that the harvest in WMU 56 and all the new areas appeared to be “surprisingly good.” 
 
 Walt had the pleasure of calling in a fine gobbler for his daughter Courtney Griffin, 16, of Gelert, during the second week of the 
season.  The big Tom hung up just outside of gun range for over an hour, but judicious calling and a snowshoe hare, of all things, 
brought the bird in closer.  
 
 “That Tom saw the bunny and decided to run it off,” says Walt. “Sadly for him, it also brought him in to well within gun range.” 
 
 Courtney’s first gobbler sported an 11 ¼ - inch beard and spurs with that stuck out 1 3/8 inches. It weighed 22-pounds and, Walt 
adds, “tasted delicious.” 
 
 There were plenty of other success stories like this throughout WMU 56 and there are sure to be more in the future, especially 
since our wild turkey populations seems to be doing well throughout the region. (The common consensus is that if they could 
survive last winter, things can only get better.) 
  
There’s also talk about a proposed OFAH wild turkey hunting course in Haliburton before next season. Anyone interested in 
hunting wild turkey must pass this course.  
 
 Whether you were successful or not, there’s no doubt that our first season in WMU 56 provided a lot of fine memories and a few 
great meals. And I know that everyone who participated also learned a thing or two about these great game birds along the way. 
That’s the beauty of this hunt. 

  



�����������	
�����������������������������������������	
�����������������������������������������	
�����������������������������������������	
������������������������������� ������� 
��������������
��������������
��������������
��������������� ���

 

FROM THE WOODS……. 
 
 Along with many other volunteer positions I hold, 
one is with the Minden Fish & Wildlife Advisory Council.  
This council works directly with the MNR to advise and 
recommend tag quotas, season changes, fish stocking, etc.  
During this process, we’ve all had the great leadership, 
advice and most of all wisdom and cooperation of 
Mindens Area Supervisor, Bill Hutson.  Bill has been a 
dynamic player, a great advisor to this group and a big 
supporter of the HHOA. 
 
 Bill has now up and retired on us and left big shoes 
to fill amongst us all, and even greater in the community.  
We’re sorry to see him go, but am sure it’s well deserved.  
Now he can be as busy as the rest of us “volunteering”. 
 
 We welcome the new area supervisor,  Sam Itani, 
who is still at home enjoying her new baby.  I’ve had the 
pleasure of sitting with Sam at several of our meetings and 
I’m sure she will work for us and with us.  Welcome Sam!  
Enjoy your new adventures Bill.  Many thanks from us all. 
 
 Well, the weather sure is great if you’re a duck.  
There seems to be a lot of waterfowl around which will be 
a plus come fall.  Anyone with a good retriever dog sure 
should have a lot of practice.   
 
Hopefully, everyone is now aware of the Ontario Moose 
review taking place now.  A very interesting read., “MNR 
website, ontario.ca/moosereview.  It’s kind of a scary 
process, much like the fish regs, etc overhaul.  In my 
opinion, we are being led towards calf tag allocations.  
Maybe some areas do need this but there is lots of other  
scary things being suggested.  Spike horn bulls only, group 
sizes, population objectives, population managment , 

………by Kim Roberts 
 
resident tag draws.  Proposed zones which make me 
wonder will our zone be managed the same as someone 
elses in the province, where this may not even fit.  What 
does all this mean?  Should seasons be changed, 
shortened, etc…..Please, everyone go and have a look and 
answer the questionnaires.  Don’t forget what happened 
around the park where  4 WMU were closed to most 
hunters, only the one that drew a tag, bull, cow or calf tag. 
 
 At a recent OFAH zone meeting an MNR biologist 
told me that they will never change it back to the way it 
was, even when that was the idea in the first place.  Grow 
the herd back and resume the hunt.  FAT CHANCE of this 
every happening. 
 
 When the moose roundtable met, the Minister at the 
time, Jerry Oulette, opposed calf tags that internal MNR 
suggested but not agreed or supported by most members of 
the round table.  Then as soon as the government of the 
day changed, it was rammed through.  Now look what’s 
happening.  Across the province, most units have been 
under harvested and are continually growing the moose 
herds.  Why fix something that isn’t broken?  They should 
try managing blackflies and mosquitos!   
 
 Come on, every moose hunter needs to respond.  
Check out the OFAH website to get their comments.  
Don’t forget doe tags next month.  If the weather ever 
changes, maybe we will have a good summer fishing. 
    
    Good Luck Everyone. 
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