
By Kyla Greenham 

 

 Through a joint effort between the 

Ministry of Natural Resources, Hali-

burton Highlands Outdoors Associa-

tion, Loon Lake Property Owners As-

sociation, and the Ontario Junior Rang-

ers, Loon Lake in  Dudley Township 

received two new spawning shoals this 

summer. 

 Volunteers for the day included 

permanent and seasonal residents of 

Loon Lake (organized by Mike Grin-

nell), 22 Ontario Junior Rangers and 5 

Ontario Junior Rangers staff (organized 

by Scott Bird and Linda Schell) and 

several HHOA members. 

 In April of this year, Scott Bird, 

Senior Fisheries Technician for the 

Ministry of Natural Resources com-

pleted several spawning assessment 

projects on Loon Lake for natural wall-

eye reproduction.  

 ñThere is a strong population of 

walleye in Loon Lake. We want to en-

sure this remains part of the fishery. 

Enhancing natural reproduc-

tion is a stronger sustainable program 

for fishery recruitment than just stock-

ing fish for PG&T.ò says Bird. ñAlso 

the new spawning shoals will benefit 

more than one species of fish, includ-

ing lake trout. Loon Lake is an ideal 

candidate for a spawning shoal pro-

jectò. 

 The HHOA has stocked a small 

population of Haliburton Gold lake 

trout into Loon Lake over the past 5 

years. The spawning shoals are in ideal 

locations for both natural walleye and 

lake trout production. Hopefully, the 

stocked Haliburton lake trout will be 

able to develop into a sustainable popu-

lation over time. 

 Evaluation of quality of the shoals 

will take place this fall and next spring. 

Depending upon the assessment results, 

more work on the shoals could be 

scheduled for next summer. 

 HHOA members and the Ontario 

Juniors Rangers celebrated a success-

ful, fun day by sending Scott for a dunk 

in the drink. Hope everything dried out 

Scott. 

 Special thanks to Captain Ron 

Stevens of Hawk River Construction 

for manning the river barge throughout 

the day, and Hawk River Construction 

for supplying the river rock. 
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Loon Lake gets two new spawning shoals 

Above: Ontario Junior Rangers from the Moose Lake Camp help dump over 70 

tonnes of rock into Loon Lake in August 2004 to create a new spawning shoal 

for natural lake trout and walleye reproduction. Left, Keith Hodgson (HHOA 

Coordinator for spawning shoal rehabilitation) relaxes and enjoys the scenery 

during the trip from the public boat launch to the work site. There is no better 

way to spend a warm summer day than cruising around a beautiful lake. 



 Hello everybody, this is my last article as President of 

the HHOA, shortly a new President will be elected. There 

is a lot in progress for the him or her to continue, but I 

have every confidence that person will be up to the task. 

 For me, the last two years as President have been 

both exciting and very busy. Most notable for me was the 

establishment of our trust fund. A very important task for 

the upcoming Board of Directors is marketing of this trust. 

We need to get out there and encourage the large corporate 

donations that can keep our hatchery running; especially in 

a time when government grants are getting few and far 

between. 

 The annual budget for the hatchery is approximately 

$135,000. In past years, the MNR and the very generous 

local community have supported us. 

 The trust was established to encourage alternative 

sponsorship of our hatchery program. So far we have as-

sistance from the MNR, the OFAH, the HLTP and some 

very generous individuals; however we must work as a 

group to market this trust to large corporate donors which 

may be able to significantly increase the trustôs capital. By 

doing so, we can ensure the longevity of the hatchery, the 

education programs, and potentially increase programs or 

production at the hatchery. We have an excellent facility, a 

great stock, a fabulous program and wonderful volunteers; 

it would be a shame to see it fall apart because there is no 

funding. Thanks to the OFAH, all donations made to the 

trust can receive a charitable tax receipt. 

 Letôs get out and sell our hatchery program and en-

sure its here 20 years from now. We have a lot to offer, we 

just need to tell them about it. 

 Before I leave, I would like to take a moment to 

thank my fellow directors for their wonderful support over 

the last two years. Without that support it would have been 

impossible to accomplish what we did, thank you so much 

everybody. Finally, I would also like to wish our new 

President all the best for his/her next year in office. Thank 

you all for reading my articles over the last two years.  

John Ball   
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Thank you for two great 

years 

Walleye raised at the 

Haliburton Fish Hatchery  
 For many years, the members of the HHOA have been 

bugging David Flowers, MNR Fisheries Extension Biologist 

about walleye production at the Haliburton Fish Hatchery. As 

of April 2004, walleye has officially joined rainbow trout, 

brook trout and lake trout on the production records. 

 Six hatchery volunteers joined David Flowers on the 

Bay of Quinte walleye egg collection in April. The Hatchery 

received 350,000 walleye eggs to begin its production cycle. 

 The eggs were reared in the newly constructed incubator 

until mid May. The hatchery successfully produced 250,000 

eyed-up eggs, 70,000 of which were given to two commer-

cial farmers as part of an agreement with the MNR. The re-

maining 180,000 were hatched shortly after to produce 

160,000 free-swimming fry. Excellent job guys! 

 Eighty thousand fry were put into the on-site rearing 

pond for 8 weeks. The remaining 80,000 were stocked into 

the Drag River in Haliburton. Hopefully a good percentage 

survived to be added to the natural population in the Kasha-

gawigamog Lakes chain. 

 Finally on June 28, the walleye volunteers began sein-

ing out the pond. Ten-thousand summer fingerling walleye 

were successfully stocked into two Haliburton lakes. This 

may seem like a small number (10,000 out of 80,000) but 

according to MNR records and other CFWIP groups records, 

we are right on track. David set a 10,000 fish target for this 

yearôs stocking and we met it. 

 Next year with a few more improvements to the pond, 

hopefully we will be able to exceed their expectations. Con-

gratulations on a job well done guys! You deserve it! 

Ron Sedley and Frank Powers lift the first net of walleye summer 

fingerlings produced at the Haliburton Fish Hatchery to stock Bar-

num Lake, Township of Dysart et al. Hatchery volunteers stocked 

10,000 walleye into two local lakes for new future fishing opportu-

nities. 



By Keith Harrison  

 

 Well the weather has finally begun to 

turn. With the changing of the leaves and those 

early morning frost days, it can only mean that 

hunting season is here. 

 This year is sounding like it will be a 

good season, I hear there are a number of doe 

tags in Area 54 and 56. I wish each of you a 

good hunting season, but caution that you use 

your tags and discretion wisely. 

 The HHOA is gearing up for the winter 

weather, already things are in motion for moni-

toring the Percy Lake Snow Station and an 

emergency feeding situation. We have brought 

in some fresh second-cut alfalfa, and deer feed 

will be available through the HHOA again this 

year. We have however had to change our pol-

icy for providing feed. This year only members 

of the HHOA will be able to purchase feed. All 

non-members interested in feeding deer this 

year should inquire at your local feed suppli-

ers. 

 We are currently getting quotes for feed, 

so this yearôs price has not be set. 

 Both hay and feed will be available at the 

hatchery and at my place, near Maple Lake. 

Give me a call at 705-754-4428. 

 To raise some extra dollars for the Deer 

Feed Program, the HHOA is holding another 

Pig draw. Four winners will be drawn on De-

cember 15, 2004. Each winner will receive one 

half of a pig, butchered and packaged. $2.00 

tickets can be purchased shortly from any 

HHOA director or through the hatchery office 

at 705-457-9664. All proceeds will be put to-

wards the next Deer Emergency Program. 

 So weôll keep in touch over the next cou-

ple of months. Everyone have a great hunting 

season. Good luck and be safe. 
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Deer Feed Program 

ready for 2004/2005  Itôs a two-step process! It is 

not enough to just clean your fire-

arm before the hunting season. You 

must also prepare yourself by get-

ting out with the firearm and sight-

ing it in to hit the target. By doing 

this, you will also know the firearm 

works! 

 

First Step ï Cleaning  

 Every year, many of the fire-

arms seen in my shop are for mal-

functions caused by accumulations 

of dirt! 

 These malfunctions can usu-

ally be eliminated with a thorough 

yearly cleaning and a detailed 

cleaning about every five years. 

The thorough yearly cleaning you 

can do yourself. The detailed clean-

ing involves complete disassembly 

and is best left to a gunsmith. A 

very sensible rule to follow in de-

ciding whether you or the profes-

sional cleans your firearm is that if 

you are in any way in doubt about 

what youôre doing or going to do, 

see the gunsmith. 

 What follows are a few simple 

tricks of yearly cleaning that will 

help keep your gun in top running 

condition.  

 Before starting cleaning al-

ways make absolutely sure your 

firearm is unloaded. You should 

have a ventilated area away from 

noise and distractions. Donôt smoke 

near cleaning solvents and donôt 

mix alcohol with gun cleaning. 

Wear safety glasses to protect your 

eyes from any solvents. And wear 

painters throwaway gloves to keep 

solvents and dissolved lead away 

from your skin. 

  Before cleaning, the firearm 

must be dry. If the firearm has re-

cently been wet, you should remove 

the stock and forearm and dry the 

wood and metal. Blot away water 

using a piece of absorbent towel or 

toilet paper then set the firearm 

aside overnight to thoroughly dry. 

 For cleaning, you will need to 

obtain supplies (if you donôt al-

ready have them) from your local 

sporting goods store. You will need 

a cleaning rod suitable for the cali-

ber/gauge of the firearm; assorted 

cleaning rod tips, including a 

bronze brush; cleaning cloth swabs 

(a cut up flannelette blanket is good 

too); cleaning (nitro) solvent; good 

quality firearm oil; some ñQ-Tipsò; 

a toothpick; paper towels (to catch 

spills); and a wiping cloth. There 

are many new products available 

that combine cleaning and lubricat-

ing functions and donôt hesitate to 

try them ï make sure you follow 

the manufacturerôs directions. 

 For the wood, you will need a 

good grade of stock wax or furni-

ture wax (if the wood is a gloss fin-

ish) or oil, if the stock is oil-

finished.  

 I donôt recommend the use of 

spray cans of solvents or oils, since 

too much tends to get used leading 

to a build-up of oxidized oil; wood 

rotting; dirt attraction; and flushing 

debris to places you donôt want it to 

go. If you must use spray chemi-

cals, always spray them onto a cloth 

(Continued on page 6) 

Getting Your Firearm Ready 



 There have been many articles 

written over the years about accurizing 

your hunting rifle and changing your 

sights to better improve your chance of 

getting game. However, thereôs a little 

known improvement that could im-

prove your scores on both stationary 

targets and running game.  

 If you routinely take shots much 

beyond the common bush range of 35-

50 yards; if you do a lot of still hunting 

along trails; if you do considerable 

climbing; if you hunt from tree 

stands; if you hunt around large 

swamps and marshes; or if you fre-

quent farms or hydro right-of-ways, 

than you should seriously consider 

what Iôm about to suggest. 

 For a very small expenditure 

you can buy, and have installed, a 

very practical rifle sling.  

 Slings have been around for years. 

They come in a variety of styles and 

are often made of leather and more re-

cently, from nylon. They have different 

shapes and can be composite ï made 

from leather and with a fabric-like 

backing or can be padded. They can be 

wide, tapered, or of a constant width. 

Some sling manufacturers claim their 

product is readily convertible in that it 

can quickly be changed from a carry 

sling to a shooting sling. 

 Slings can be attached to your 

firearm in a number of ways ï from 

loops that simply go around the stock 

and forearm to units that connect to a 

variety of mounts fastened to the fire-

arm. 

 While the selection of slings and 

mounts may seem confusing, there is 

one sling and mount system that I be-

lieve is most useful in our woods and 

meets all of the needs that you will 

have. 

 The style of sling to which I refer 

is what is commonly called a tradi-

tional military style. It is usually made 

from leather with 

brass-plated rings 

and hooks. It is 

made in two sec-

tions, each hav-

ing a double row 

of holes for the 

hooks. The width 

of the sling is one 

inch. 

 The sling is 

best fastened to the firearm using what 

is called a quick-detachable swivel 

mount that readily allows you to take 

the sling from the firearm. 

 The actual mount, consisting of 

the swivel and a stud that screws into 

the stock and forearm, can be installed 

by yourself but you must be very care-

ful to properly locate the hole for the 

studs and not crack the stock or fore-

arm when the stud is screwed into the 

wood. It does not cost a lot to have 

the studs professionally mounted by 

a gunsmith familiar with and tooled 

to do the work. 

 Since I shoot left-handed, Iôll 

describe how I set-up a sling to get 

itôs maximum benefit. With the 

stock firmly positioned on my left 

shoulder and my right hand cush-

ioning the forearm, the sling follows 

a path down from the forearm and 

around the outside of my right elbow 

and back up to the stock. The two sec-

tions of the sling are adjusted before-

hand so that by a slight outward move-

ment of my right elbow, I can make the 

sling more tensioned and the whole 

rifle-arm-sling relationship a rock-

steady system for improved accuracy. 

 When a sling is set up in this man-

ner, it is usually set at the correct 

length for carrying the firearm. 

 To get the most benefit from a 

sling used to carry your firearm, you 

must carry the firearm in a manner that 

allows you to bring it from the carry 

position to the shooting position in one 

fast fluid motion. Again, Iôll describe 
(Continued on page 7) 

 

(TMRLHSG½R $NQMDQ 

by Mike Grinnell 

Mikeôs Gun Repair 

Loon Lake - Haliburton  

457-1859 
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October 27, 2004ðHHOA Board of Directorôs Meet-

ing at the Haliburton Fish Hatchery, 7 pm. 

December 1, 2004ðHHOA Board of Directorôs Meet-

ing at the Haliburton Fish Hatchery, 7 pm. 

January 5, 2004ðHHOA Board of Directorôs Meeting 

at the Haliburton Fish Hatchery, 7 pm. 

HHOA Calendar 

Maximize your shooting skills 


